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PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING NEW YORK TIMES COLUMNIST THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
TO INTERPRET WORLD AFFAIRS IN WAKE OF TERRORIST ATTACKS 
DAYTON, Ohio -Author and Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times columnist Thomas 
L. Friedman will talk about globalization and offer observations about the relationship of recent 
events with historic cultural conflicts when he visits the University of Dayton on Tuesday, Oct. 23. 
Friedman's speech, "The Lexus and the Olive Tree," is sponsored by the University of 
Dayton's Distinguished Speaker Series and the Dayton Council on World Affairs. The 8 p.m. 
speech, to be held in the Kennedy Union Ballroom, is free and open to the public. 
One of the country's leading interpreters of international news, Friedman will sign copies of 
his best-selling books, From Beirut to Jerusalem and The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding 
Globalization, after the talk. 
In the month since the terrorist attacks, Friedman has interviewed Jordan's King Abdullah 
about how moderate Arab states can help the U.S. win the war on terrorism. Another column 
compared the feeling of insecurity in Beirut in the early 1980s to a new level of skittishness and 
fear in the U.S. "I understand that this particular act of terrorism we just experienced is 
something so much more frightening than what Beirutis had to deal with. How so? It is hard to 
trust anything after such an attack, because trust is based on a certain presumptive morality, a 
sense that certain actions are simply outside the bounds of human behavior or imagination," he 
writes. "That 19 people would take over four civilian airliners and then steer three of them into 
buildings loaded with thousands of innocent people was, I confess, outside the boundary of the 
imagination. The World Trade Center is not the place where our intelligence agencies failed. It is 
the place where our imaginations failed." 
Another piece criticized Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon for "his suggestion that 
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America was in danger of acting like those who appeased Hitler on the eve of World War II 
because Mr. Bush reiterated U.S. support for a Palestinian state." In another column, he argued 
that more countries than just America need to look into their policies and actions to understand 
the factors behind the terrorist attacks. 
"He writes with conviction and the first-hand knowledge of people and places around the 
world," said Thomas Lasley, dean of UD's School of Education and Allied Professions who 
serves as president of the Dayton Council on World Affairs. "He's an excellent observer of 
politics and economics on a global scale." 
Friedman is a guru for globalization. Lexus, a luxury car, and the olive tree symbolize the 
post-Cold War era, he maintains. "Half the world seemed to be emerging from the Cold War intent 
on building a better Lexus, dedicated to modernizing, streamlining and privatizing their economies 
in order to thrive in the system of globalization," he writes. "And half the world - sometimes 
half the same country, sometimes half the same person- was still caught up in who owns which 
olive tree. Olive trees are important. They represent everything that roots us, anchors us, 
identifies us and locates us in this world- whether it be belonging to a family, a community, a 
tribe, a nation, a religion or, most of all, a place called home." 
In a commencement speech at Wheaton College in May, he told college graduates that 
today's "connected world" is not about moderns or bandwidth. "It's all about the fundamentals. 
It's about reading, writing and arithmetic, church, synagogue, temple, mosque, rule of law, good 
governance, good institution. You get those right, and the wires will find you." 
Friedman has served as foreign affairs columnist for the New York Times since 1995. During 
his 20-year tenure with the New York Times, he's served as Beirut bureau chief, Israel bureau chief, 
chief diplomatic correspondent and chief White House correspondent. Earlier in his career, he 
worked in the London and Beirut bureaus of United Press International. For his coverage of the 
Middle East, he won the 1993 and 1988 Pulitzer Prizes for international reporting. His 1989 
bestseller, From Beirut to Jerusalem, won the 1989 National Book Award for non-fiction and the 
1989 Overseas Press Club Award for the best book on foreign policy. Published in 10 languages, 
the book is used as a basic textbook on the Middle East in many high schools and universities. In 
1999, he published another bestseller, The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization. 
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